Teaching Sunday School: A Philosophy of Education for the Christian Teacher

: 

Intersect  
:
[image: image5.wmf] Teaching should be student-centered...meet the students where they are, help them understand, and meet their educational needs...however, they still need to learn what the material is...they need to know the Bible.  We cannot focus only on the student and we cannot focus solely on the material. We have to find the intersection of the two and help the students understand the material at the level of understanding they possess and in an age-appropriate, language-ability-appropriate way.  In other words, we need balance in our teaching.  We need to balance our agenda 
[image: image6.wmf]with where our students are spiritually and 
developmentally.

1 Tim. 4:13 (NLT)  

    Until I get there, focus on reading the Scriptures
to the church, encouraging the believers, and teaching them. 

Interject 
:

[image: image7.wmf]Interject your passion, personality, and God-given creativity into your teaching.  Passion and authenticity speak volumes to your students.  If you don’t believe it, live it, and feel it your students won’t either.  Sometimes you might get carried away with what you’re teaching because you get so excited and passionate about what God is doing.  Go with it!  Let your students see your enthusiasm.  We’re not here to play games...we’re here to be examples of how awesome the Christian life is and how real a relationship with God is.  Paul told his students to follow his example.  Let your students see the real you and the reality of your relationship with Christ, and allow them to follow your example as their excitement grows for living the Christian life.
Psalm 96:2-3 (NLT)  

        Sing to the Lord; bless his name. Each day proclaim the good news that he saves. [3] Publish his glorious deeds among the nations. Tell everyone about the amazing things he does. 
Intellect 
:
[image: image8.wmf] Teach your students to use their brains.  Help them to think on their own and always to be ready to give an answer to others about why they believe what they do.  Many want us to lecture to them and give them all the answers.  They need to be reading their own Bibles, praying, and having their own quiet times.  Don’t “spoon feed” them like babies forever.  Yes, sometimes we have to give them the “milk of the Word,” but we need to be preparing them for the “meat of the Word.”  Ask questions, make them think, and promote discussion in your classes.  Be ready to Redirect 
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 the discussion when necessary, but having to do that is better than having to answer every students’ questions for them instead of equipping them to find the answers for themselves in the Word of God.  Teach them to Dissect 
  [image: image2.wmf] the Word of God accurately.
Mark 12:30 (NLT)  

    And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.' 

2 Tim. 2:15 (NLT)  

    Work hard so God can approve you. Be a good worker, one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of truth. 

Acts 17:11 (NLT)  

    And the people of Berea were more open-minded than those in Thessalonica, and they listened eagerly to Paul's message. They searched the Scriptures day after day to check up on Paul and Silas, to see if they were really teaching the truth.

Reflect 
:
[image: image9.wmf]Reflect your own relationship with God.  Reflect what the Holy Spirit is putting on your heart as you teach.  Reflect the beauty of His holiness in your life day by day, and it will shine through your teaching.  We will make a difference in people’s lives as God uses us, as we get out of the way and let Him reflect through our lives. 

      2 Cor. 3:18 (NLT)  

    And all of us have had that veil removed so that we can be mirrors that brightly reflect the glory of the Lord. And as the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become more and more like him and reflect his glory even more.
Inspect 
:
[image: image10.wmf]Inspect your heart and teach your students to do the same.  We aren’t just teaching them to know the Word of God intellectually. We don’t only want our students to memorize facts or principles, but to live those principles and to let them change their lives.  We must also inspect our hearts that we are being genuine in our walk with God, and when there is a problem, we must deal with it, confess it to God, and rely on His grace.  We cannot rely on past knowledge and past experience, but we need a thriving, living relationship with the Most High God. 
Protect 
 [image: image3.wmf]your heart from unholy things.  That means that we refuse to listen to gossip or take part in it in any way.  That means that we encourage rather than discourage.  That means that we don’t allow ourselves to fill our minds with things that are contrary to God.  That also means that prayer is a priority. Part of Jesus’ model prayer (the Lord’s Prayer) says, “And lead us not into temptation.”  We need to pray for our protection from unholy things as well as our students’ protection.  We need to bathe our students’ lives in prayer, our class times in prayer, and train our students to be prayer warriors.  The battle is won on our knees, and our relationship with God is built in His Word and through our prayer times with Him.

Psalm 139:23-24 (NLT)  

        Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. Point out anything in me that offends you,and lead me along the path of everlasting life.

Proverbs 4:23 (NLT)  

    Above all else, guard your heart, for it affects everything you do. 

Respect 
:
[image: image11.wmf]
Respect your students.  We are mentoring the next generation of teachers.  We are raising them up in the Lord.  We should respect them even when they have “interesting” ideas, because God loves them.  We should love them and respect them as well.  
We need to help Direct 
  [image: image4.wmf] them on the right path, but with encouragement and respect all along the way.  Just having a “there, there” attitude and letting fallacies continue is not helping that person and is not showing them respect or love.  
Mark 9:42 (NLT)  

    "But if anyone causes one of these little ones who trusts in me to lose faith, it would be better for that person to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around the neck. 

1 Thes. 5:11 (NLT)  

    So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing.

Perfect 
:
[image: image12.wmf] In our classes, we are in the best place to work together to perfect our faith.  We are to sharpen each other like iron sharpens iron.  We are to exhort and help one another in our Christian walk. 
 Col. 1:28-29 (NLT)  

    So everywhere we go, we tell everyone about Christ. We warn them and teach them with all the wisdom God has given us, for we want to present them to God, perfect in their relationship to Christ. [29] I work very hard at this, as I depend on Christ's mighty power that works within me.

Proverbs 27:17 (NLT)  

    As iron sharpens iron, a friend sharpens a friend. 

Discotheque 
:
[image: image13.wmf]“Stayin’ alive, stayin’ alive...I, I, I, I, I’m stayin’ alive, stayin’ alive!”  Okay, bad word, but I couldn’t think of a word meaning “fellowship” that rhymed with the other words.  Our Sunday School classes need to be ALIVE!  They need to be fun, interesting, and places where we can enjoy fellowship and friendship.  They are not singles bars for finding spouses, but they should be places for friendship building.  We need to plan fellowships together outside of class.  We don’t have “church” in the sanctuary each Sunday.  Real church happens in our Sunday School classes and small groups.

Hebrews 10:25 (NLT)  

    And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage and warn each other, especially now that the day of his coming back again is drawing near. 

Acts 2:42 (NLT)  

    They joined with the other believers and devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, sharing in the Lord's Supper and in prayer.               
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